
The Second Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends, 

Someone once asked Pope John XXIII what was the greatest day in his life. Now bear in mind this man had been made a 
Bishop, Archbishop, Cardinal and eventually the leader of the world’s largest Christian group, he replied the greatest day of 
his life was “the day of my Baptism”. Of course he had not known the joys and blessings of a family life in the way that a 
layperson would but had devoted his days to the Church and spreading the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. Nevertheless this 
emphasises for us all the importance of Baptism for every Christian.  

This Sunday our Gospel reading from St Luke Chapter 3, 1-6 takes us back to the work of John the Baptist. The passage begins 
by firmly placing the events of his ministry in the historical context referring to the Governorship of Pilate, the reign of King 
Herod and the High Priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas. This is also attested by the secular historian Josephus who wrote “John 
the Baptist was a good man, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness toward one another, and 
piety toward God, and so come to baptism.” John did not only baptise Gentiles but also Jews. Their covenant with Abraham 
had to be reaffirmed by repentance and baptism. He went around the whole region proclaiming such a baptism using the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight....all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

John does not discriminate between the various groups, nationalities and backgrounds but rather exhorts all to give up sin 
and live a good life. He seeks to do this specifically to prepare the people with a spirit of repentance and expectation to 
receive the Messiah. He foresees the nature of the Messiah’s mission and in baptising Jesus he is a witness of the inauguration 
of His ministry on earth. We learn elsewhere in the Gospel how Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan and acknowledged by 
God his father as his ‘beloved Son.’ 

Our experience of Baptism is in practical and visual terms very different from that of John and Jesus. We rarely administer 
the Sacrament in rivers in our country but of course we still sprinkle with water, the essential and outward sign of the Holy 
Spirit. We must also remember that Baptism though a significant service in our lives should not be seen as a one-off, isolated 
event. We should not so much say I ‘was’ Baptised but rather I ‘am’ Baptised. It implies a state of being and a way of living. 
We may not have the confidence or courage of John the Baptist and proclaim it throughout the country but we can within 
our families and friends encourage the path to baptism in our churches and welcome all who come to be with us in the 
community of Faith.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


